MAY 1989. - Pi faeies, Lp jis. 


EXCURSION - NEWS isc 


Meeting 


May Sth- Mr.G.Cheer —- "Fungi! 
Meeting ; June 2nd. Mr.G.Watts -- "Noxious Weeds! 
Gemen May 7th. Piggoreet/Cape Clear. F.Williamson, A.Morrison — 
June 4th. Maryborough area. 


Excursion 


H - Meetings as specified are held at the School 
3 President; Br.F Harrap Ph. 053 301651 of Mines and Industries, Lydiard Street sits 
Vice Pres. Hiss H.Burgess 312210 Art Building, commencing at 7.30 
{ : EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COM ENCE 
Secretary: Hr.G.Binns 332282 FROME CKERS, cnr. STURT AND ARM- 
A + STRONG aOTSe BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for . 
Treasurer: Hrs.F.Williamson 327631 FULL DAY OUTINGS OR "AT 1.30 pam. for 


Editor: -. HrsA.Barlow 413378 BALEED AY 


For Your Diary 


May 7th. Excursion to Piggoreet, Cape Clear area. Depart Crocker's 


Corner at 9.30a.m. 3 
May 23rd. Committee meeting at home of H.Burgess. 130 Moola St. N.Ball't 
May 27th. R.A.0.U. Scientific Day, Maribyrnong. Details from Sec.Greg. 
July 28th.-30th. Qur Club Camp-out. Sherbrooke R. Girl Guide House 
Port Campbell. Very reasonable accommodation costs. 
Oct.14th. Combined excursion with Castlemaine f£.N.C. Campbelltown/ 
_ Sandon area. , eo 
NOv. 19th. Combined excursion with with ,Geelong F.N.C. to Enfieds 


Forest, 


ANCHOR PLANT PROJECT 


The steering committee, at its meeting on Apr.17th., decided 
to pursue the proposal for sites 3 € 4 for planting out of plant stock. 


These are on the property of Mr.N.Oddie on Bailey's Crek, Chepstowe 
and at Mooramong Reserve, National Trust Property at Skipton. 

; A survey of plant stocks in nurseries showed the following 
numbers: Creswick - approx. 250; Ballarat City Council - 36; Sunbury 
Hort. Dept.- 36. Policy on planting in late Autumn and Spring was decided, 
and plans for commitment of funds by June ‘discussed. It was noted that 
Maryborough F.N.C. has received a grant from the Ministries of C.F.& 
L. and Planning and Environment for Bichon Plant conservation. 

COMMITTEE REPORT Apr.19th. 

1 Procedures for the proposed removal of native flora, for 
later replanting, from the Ballarat By-pass route between Daylesford 
Rd. and Heinz have surveys to be made to assess feasibility of the project. 
2 F.N.C.V. affiliation fe due. Treasurer to confirm fee and 
arrange for payment. — 


3 Agreed to combine with Castlemaine F.N.C. for excursion 


on Oct.14th. and Geelong F.N.C. on Nov. 19th. 
4 Club Coastal Camp-out to Sherbrooke R., Pt. Campbell, July 
28th-30th confirmed as booking date. $5 deposit to be paid. 


5 Ballarat Region Land Protection Advisory Committee. It 


was reported that nominations are still required and close on Friday 


next. No nominee available from Club membership. Support of Yvonne Bishop's 


nomination earlier advised to Dept. of C.F.& L. 


6 Anchor Plant Project. See separate report of Committee 


meeting. 


FIELD REPORTS April Meeting. 


M.Rotheram - - at Tullaroop Res; large numbers of White Browed Wood 
Swallow still present. Diamond Firetail Finches, Purple Crowned and 


Musk Lorikeets. 
G.Binns - displayed a small, dark brown Scorpion from Skenes Ck. 


F.Harrap - three pairs of Bush Thickknees reported from Stawell 


(per J.Pickford) 


L.Fink - reported on proposed Kingston tour to S.A. Reserves and F 


the Coorong. a Se 


| 
i 


> 
Insects and management of Natural Resources. 


E Peter Muller. 

Peter is in the National Parks service now the 
eer he has been all around the State and 
= See es Historian, and like us all is 

Insects are the forgotten members of our |} 
and most people think about them as Sates Aig 
crops,or flies and Mosquitoes, they are the most 
numerous of our native Fauna, in fact they q@re the 
most numerous in alli the World. 

We know very little about them, they are part 
of the food chain and are very specific to the 
habitat, we cant begin to realise what the World 
would be like without them. 

Birds and animals depend on them, some plants 
would not be here without them, they are pollin-_ 
ators and even foodjsome plants have elaborate 
mechanisms triggered by insects. 

For all this our insect population is not well | 
known, the sheer size of population is one imped- 
iment, the C.S.1.R.0. estimates there are 55,000 
recorded species, of that 10,000 are beetles. 

Because of this we have little knowledge of the | 
exact status of their myriads. | 

One sure way of preserving this diversity of 
species is to preserve their habitat. Management 


then should Consider the whole Ecology not just 


the obvious species. - 
Insects are important to some people for food 
some 20 to 30% of their nutrients come from. 
insects, the Aboriginals grew fat and sleek on 
Bogong Moths and we eat Homey, so instead of 
sprays we should make more use of natural predat: 


ors. 
House Blocks , 
a myriad of insects, 


them’ 
Peter was thanked for his very good talk, and 


much interest was shown in his collection Ouaee 


mounted insects. 
: LF. 


Parks and Farms are habitats for 
let us plant more trees for 


FAMILY | SCROPHULARTACHAS - continued - 


There are five genera found near Ballarat. Some 
contain species that have been introduced and there are a 
few native species. The Speedwells would probably be the 
most numerous. - 

The different genera may be identified from the 
following key :- 


1. Calyx surrounding the flower, 3-5 sepals. Corolla 
always lobed on the lower side. Fruit a capsule with 
several to many seeds. 

2. Bracteoles present ( a small bract on the pedicel); 
Sepals free for more than half their length - 
- Gratiola (Brooklime ) 
2. Bracteoles absent, sepals free for more than half 
their length 
3. Anthers 2, corolla 4-5 lobed, blue, pink or 
white, leaves opposite, flowers alternate. 
Annual or perennial herbs.*Va#onica ( Speedwells) 
3. Anthers 4-5, corolla 5 lobed, yellow. Leaves 
alternate ( rarely opposite ). Corolla showy, 
the base of the tube symmetrical, straight. | 
Large biennials. Inflorescences long terminal | 
spikes. * Verbascum ( Mullein) 
2. Sepals fused for more than half their length. 
Leaves opposite or alternate : 
4. Leaves spaced along the branches, opposite 
with scattered sessile glands 
x Mimulus ( Monkey- 
flower ) 
4. Calyx usually 4 toothed, upper corolla lobes 
directed forward. Anther awns equal. Seeds } 
smooth. x Parentucellia ( Bartsia) / 


(x mostly introduced species ) * 


H.H. 


Who was the club member, when asked by another club member to - 
identify a bird said, most authoritatively, "It's a Brown Bird," Clue’ 
Members were on a recent trip to Wilsons Promontory. 
Frontispiece. : 


1) Stinkhorn - mature 2) Cathrus Cencallatus - fructification 3) Puffball | 


4) Earthstar - fructification 5) Amanita Muscaria - mature fruiting | 


body. 


